COG Volume 2, The Magnificent Seven

16th November, 2020

Meeting No. 2904

f: Rotary Club of Heidelberg, Australia
www.rotaryheidelberg.org
P.O. Box 300 Heidelberg VIC 3084

Rotary Club of Heidelberg Inc.
Zone 8 – District 9790 – Club No. 18278
ABN 91 870 845 490

THIS WEEKS HIGHLIGHTS
CAPTAIN COOK’S LATEST FROM HIS POOP DECK HAMMOCK
ROTARY TURNED ON ITS HEAD
WALWA BUSH NURSING CENTRE CEO SANDIE GREIVE HONOURED WITH
NATIONAL AWARD TO RURAL WOMEN FOR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
RCH WINE PROJECT RUNNING in ROTARY DOWN UNDER NOVEMBER ISSUE
www.cellarhand.store/rotary

A select number of 11 assembled on the quarter deck to listen to a carrier pidgeon presentation by
stowaway past RI Director Stuart Heale.
Stuart said the “winds of change” had hit Rotary, reflecting on what was important to Rotary 10 years
ago when he was a Director at which time the matters highest on the agenda were attendance and
engagement of members. Clubs were considered to be the central part of Rotary and were to be
autonomous and flexible, but all of this did not stop membership dropping at an alarming rate. He
concluded that the Rotary model then was too hard to understand and of little relevance to many
otherwise prospective Rotarians.
Fast forward to 2020 and Covid 19 turns Rotary on its head in terms of fellowship and meeting together.
Carrier pigeons were bred in great haste. Stuart hypothesised that it provided an opportunity to reset
goals, with past leaders letting go and future leaders driving changes and amendment of structures so as
to be relevant. Rotary needs to restructure and reduce its bureaucracy, with Australia perhaps being
reduced to 2-3 districts, which would reduce duplication and costs and districts could be more effective
by holding meetings electronically. RI directors should be reduced to no more than 19 with a minimum
term of 2 years.
Membership could be with RI and each individual member choosing which and what sort of local club
he or she wished to join, if any. Members may instead choose to join “action groups” whose membership
would be of cause driven people with mutual interests.
Stuart’s presentation certainly provided some thought provoking challenges for us all and generated a
high number of questions and discussion. It raises the question of what were, and are, the driving
criteria for current members and prospective members in being or becoming a member of their Rotary
Club. Perhaps this is the question that needs to be addressed and answered before the next step is able
to be taken.
I remind the crew of our Coin Collection project (keep filling that jar or tin) our Charity Golf Day, and
our Christmas Break-up Party currently booked for 14th December. Your executive officers should have
the name of a port in which to anchor in the next few days.
The next cruise, navigated by PDG Richard Luke, will be the presentation of a video describing a
worldwide project focussed on providing the underprivileged with school bags, books and writing
materials.
Capt ( Pres.) The HMRCH Endeavours

SO GOOD TO KNOW THAT WE ARE SUPPORTING PEOPLE WHOSE
COMMUNITY SPIRIT IS RECOGNISED BY OTHERS

Sandi Grieve bush nurse a beacon of strength during Walwa bushfires
Awarded the national “Shine Award”.
FIONA MYERS, The Weekly Times
November 4, 2020
https://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/news/shine/sandi-grieve-bush-nurse-a-beacon-ofstrength-during-walwa-bushfires/news-story/7a884ceb09ccdba7480590413c02b99a
Club Meetings currently via Zoom
Rotary Heidelberg currently meets, via Zoom, each Monday at 12.55 for 1.00PM.
The exception is the fourth Monday when we meet evenings at 5.25 for 5.30PM.
The meetings usually include a ‘speaker’ on subjects related to community support
and/or areas of specialised expertise. Interested individuals are most welcome and
are encouraged to contact Noel on 0417 229 366 for details.

Visit our website for:
Calendar of future meetings // Brief History of our Club
Past editions of our Bulletin // Details of our supporters
Details of how our funds have helped the community
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RCH EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT

RCH EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT
For all of you who wonder why folk from other countries have a bit of trouble with the English language.
This is a clever piece put together by an English teacher, who else??
*Homographs are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning. A homograph that is also pronounced
differently is a heteronym.* *You think English is easy??* *I think a retired English teacher was bored...THIS IS
GREAT !*
*Read all the way to the end.................This took a lot of work to put together!*
1) The bandage was *wound* around the *wound*.
2) The farm was used to *produce *.
3) The dump was so full that it had to *refuse* more *refuse*.
4) We must *polish* the *Polish* furniture.
5) He could *lead*if he would get the *lead* out.
6) The soldier decided to *desert* his dessert in the *desert*.
7) Since there is no time like the *present*, he thought it was time to *present* the *present*.
8) A *bass* was painted on the head of the *bass* drum.
9) When shot at, the *dove dove *into the bushes.
10) I did not *object* to the *object*.
11) The insurance was *invalid* for the *invalid*.
12) There was a *row* among the oarsmen about how to *row*.
13) They were too *close* to the door to *close* it.
14) The buck *does* funny things when the *does* are present.
15) A seamstress and a *sewer* fell down into a *sewer* line.
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his *sow* to *sow*.
17) The *wind* was too strong to *wind* the sail.
18) Upon seeing the *tear* in the painting I shed a *tear*.
19) I had to *subject* the *subject* to a series of tests.
20) How can I *intimate* this to my most *intimate* friend?
Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor
pine in a pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats are
candies while sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if we explore its
paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from
Guinea nor is it a pig
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? If the plural of
tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese? One index, 2
indices? Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend? If you have a bunch of odds and
ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it?
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what
language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run
and feet that smell? How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are
opposites? You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns
down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on.
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of course,
is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are
invisible.

Ed.
PS: There will be further exploration of the ‘English’ language in future editions, so get your old dictionaries out!

Smokey’s Corner

Grumpy Old Rotarians…. An old story with a modern twist
The U.S. Standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches.
That's an exceedingly odd number. Why was that gauge used?
Because that's the way they built them in England, and English expatriates designed the U.S. Railroads.
Why did the English build them like that?
Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the
gauge they used.
Why did 'they' use that gauge then?
Because the people who built the tram ways used the same jigs and tools that they had used for building
wagons, which used that wheel spacing.
Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing?
Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some of the old, long distance
roads in England, because that's the spacing of the wheel ruts.
So, who built those old rutted roads?
Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe (including England) for their legions. Those roads
have been used ever since.
And the ruts in the roads?
Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match for fear of destroying their
wagon wheels.
Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing.
Therefore, the United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from the original
specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot.
In other words, bureaucracies live forever.
So the next time you are handed a specification, procedure, or process, and wonder, 'What horse's ass came up
with this?', you may be exactly right.
Imperial Roman army chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the rear ends of two war horses.
Now, the twist to the story:
When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, you will notice that there are two big booster rockets
attached to the sides of the main fuel tank.
These are solid rocket boosters, or SRBs The SRBs are made by Thiokol at their factory in Utah.
The engineers who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit larger, but the SRBs had to be
shipped by train from the factory to the launch site.
The railroad line from the factory happens to run through a tunnel in the mountains and the SRBs had to fit
through that tunnel.
The tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now know, is about as wide
as two horses' behinds.
So, a major Space Shuttle design feature of what is arguably the world's most advanced transportation system
was determined over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse's ass.
And you thought being a horse's ass wasn't important!
Now you know, Horses' Asses control almost everything.
Explains a whole lot of stuff, doesn't it??!!

