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Smokey’s Pearls for the COG 

A truly great Australian celebrated his 
90th birthday on the 12th of April. This 
was 64 years and one month after he 
was involved in one of the most 
memorable moments in Australian 
sporting history. 

As a nine-year-old, I had been taken 
by my father to Olympic Park for the 
second day of the Australian Track and 
Field Championships which were being 
used as the major selection trials for 
the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. The 
event that was most looked forward to 
was the men’s 1500 metres. Australia 
had two of the best in the world at the 
distance, John Landy and Merv Lincoln 
with an 18-year-old rising star in Ron 
Clarke in the mix. 

Dad and I were standing about halfway 
down the back straight, when in the 
second lap of the 1500 metres, Clarke 
clipped the heels of Landy and fell to 
the ground. On realizing what had 
happened Landy stopped and returned 
to assist Clarke to his feet. The rest of 
the field kept going - Landy was 100 
metres or so behind when he started 
his chase.  

What a chase! He caught Lincoln right 
on the line. Later in the year, they both 
made the final of the 1500 metres at 
the Olympics with Landy taking the 
Bronze Medal.  Cont. Page 2 ……… 
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You will be invited by email to 
attend a ZOOM meeting at 1pm.   
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….. from page 1 

The crowd at Olympic Park that day was probably about 10,000. I believed at least 100,000 
Victorians have said they were there, but I was truly one of the lucky ones.  

P.S. Ron Clarke carried the Torch and lit the flame at the M.C.G during the opening ceremony at 
the Melbourne Olympics.  

Years later I struck up a friendship with John Landy, not quite sure how it happened but it had. I 
asked him if he would mind coming to a big charity lunch I was comparing at the M.C.G about a 
month before the 2000 Sydney Olympics, of course he said yes.  

After I had asked him to come to the lunch it was announced that he had been appointed the 
next Governor of Victoria. I rang him and said are you still okay to come to the lunch - of course 
he said.  

At the lunch I got John to read the Olympic Oath he had read at the opening ceremony of the 
Melbourne Olympics with I now declare the Olympic Luncheon Open - instead of the Olympic 
Games.  

As a nation we take pride in our Australian sportsmanship and there has been no finer example 
than 12th March 1956 when John Landy returned to help Ron Clarke to his feet in the 1500 
metre championship. 

Senior Sergeant Smokey A.M.  
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The Restaurant recommended for this Friday or Saturday 

evening home delivery 
 

 
 

Toyama Japanese Restaurant 
Address: 201-203 Upper Heidelberg Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079 
Hours: ⋅ Opens 5:30PM, Friday, Saturday 
Phone: (03) 9499 3820 
 
Ring direct for home delivery - $5 for Ivanhoe, Heidelberg, 
maybe further out! 
 
 
When ordering please make a point of mentioning that 
you are a member of Rotary Heidelberg doing our best to 
support local businesses. 
 
 
 

 

 
In the absence of an ANZAC Day march 
in the City, Pipe Bands Australia 
organised a suitably-isolated “Amazing 
Grace at 11 am”, in driveways, “front 
yards” etc, across the Country.   
 
This was “Rosanna at 11 am. 
 

Richard 
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https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=toyama+japanese+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWT9c3LEkrtEy2zNaSzU620s_JT04syczPgzOsElNSilKLixexipfkVybmJipkJRYk5qUWpypAZQCWipsjSAAAAA&ludocid=18320864939967459947&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivh-qGgI3pAhUwzDgGHSXJCIkQ6BMwGXoECBoQAg
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=toyama+japanese+hours&ludocid=18320864939967459947&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivh-qGgI3pAhUwzDgGHSXJCIkQ6BMwGnoECBoQBQ
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=toyama+japanese+phone&ludocid=18320864939967459947&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivh-qGgI3pAhUwzDgGHSXJCIkQ6BMwG3oECBoQDg
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=toyama+ivanhoe
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e - Changeover Meeting (Evening) 
  FEELING THE PINCH 

Amid the appeals for Government support, the plight of one group appears to have been 

cruelly overlooked: criminals. 

The lockdown started the other night, but already families from across the criminal 

community are feeling the pinch. Burglars, for example, have seen their takings collapse. 

“It’s a nightmare,” says the president of the National Australian Union of Housebreakers. 

“Now that the entire population is at home 24 hours a day, it’s impossible to burgle 

anyone. They’re never out.” 

He called on the PM to cover 80 per cent of the value of all items that Australian’s burglars 

would normally have stolen and sold on by now. He has yet to receive a response. 

Burglars aren’t the only felons struggling to meet the challenges of coronavirus. 

“It’s all very well for people working from home, like scammers and identity thieves,” says 

the chairman of the Association of Australian Muggers and Bag-Snatchers. “But how are 

you supposed to pick someone’s pocket from two metres away? 

Meanwhile, local shoplifters are still suffering severe depression as panic buying has left 

shelves empty of anything they can steal. 

  

  

 

 
Rotary Meeting - 27 April 2020     (P.Carr) 

The official record has 15 members (incl. Hon. Mike Stansbury), and ADG Emma, total 16. 
Peter appears twice, unless it his twin brother, but who is missing ?   
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District 9790 Bushfire Recovery Newsletter No 2 April 29, 2020 
 

Hello Rotarians and friends  

 

We hope this newsletter finds you well and that you are managing the difficulties caused by 

social distancing. Many of the Bushfire Recovery projects have been put on hold for the present 

time to protect communities from the COVID-19 virus. Nevertheless, behind the scenes project 

planning continues - to be ready when work can resume in the Upper Murray region.  

 

FODDER AND PELLET FEED  

Another semi-trailer load of dairy pellets will be distributed to farmers, funded by the Rotary 

Club of Kinglake Ranges.  

 

SHIPPING CONTAINERS  

A further eight shipping containers are being stored in Benalla, before being moved to bushfire 

impacted properties. Further donations are required to purchase shipping containers for property 

owners in desperate need of secure storage.  

 

AIR PURIFIER PROJECT FOR ALPINE HEALTH  

Further funding is required to complete this project. For details contact Mark Lucey from the 

Rotary Club of Mount Beauty.  

 

WALWA BUSH NURSING CENTRE PROJECT  

The Walwa Bush Nursing Centre provides community health and wellbeing services for the 

Walwa and Jingellic area. During the bushfires the centre, as it had a generator, became an 

important hub and safe place for locals and firefighters. The centre provided medical attention 

for those injured and the kitchen food for firefighters and evacuees; an invaluable service to the 

community. More than 600 meals were provided for the CFA.  

The centre’s kitchen and cool room suffered damage in the fires and needs financial assistance 

to modernise the facilities and upgrade outdated equipment in the centre.  

The Rotary Clubs of Ivanhoe and Heidelberg are supporting this project and assistance from 

other clubs is welcome.  

 

GENERATORS  

The Rotary Club of Tallangatta worked alongside the Saint Vincent de Paul Society delivering 

30 donated generators to the fire affected region.  

The Bushfire Recovery Committee ask that Rotary clubs provide details of any recovery 

projects they are currently involved in or propose for the future.  

 

Bernie Bott, PDG  

Chairman  

District 9790 Bushfire Recovery Committee 

http://www/

