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STORIES FROM MEMBERS 
 
Leigh Wallace OAM – PART 2 
 
From the end of 1969 until early April 1970 
it was rehearsal, rehearsal, rehearsal.  Then 
we left on a Government-chartered Boeing 
707 QANTAS light from Essendon Airport to 
Osaka, Japan, via Darwin (where we picked 
up more entertainers – an aboriginal 
ensemble of musicians and dancers). 
 
In Osaka, after settling into a flash hotel and 
becoming accustomed to eating an unusual 
variety of foods (mostly cold dishes), we 
began more rehearsals.  Before long we 
were presenting two shows every day for 
two weeks, singing and dancing at the 
Australian Pavilion, supported by other well-
known Aussie artists of the day including 
singers Judy Stone and Rolf Harris, singer 
and whip cracker Greg Anderson and, of 
course, Athol Guy.    
 
Greg Anderson’s stockwhip cracking skills 
were amazing.  Somehow, he ended up 
making me a part of this aspect of his act, 
which was televised direct to Australian for 
the first-ever international TV transmission 
from Japan to Australia.  In his act, Greg 
placed an unlit cigarette in my mouth and 
then proceeded to whip me around the 
body, starting with my lower limbs, 
eventually working up my body until he had 
reached my shoulders.  The finale saw him 
whipping the cigarette out of my mouth!  
And all of this on TV!   
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13 April 2020 
 
You will be invited by email to 
attend a ZOOM meeting at 1pm 
Easter Monday.  
 

 
Happy Easter 

 

  
 

Remain Vigilant  
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10 June - No Meeting (Queen’s Birthday) 
24 June - Changeover Meeting (Evening) 

 
 
  

 

…..From page 1 

 
(I never did reveal to him or the producers that several of his 
strokes had, in previous shows, left welts around my waist 
because I was concerned that someone else might be chosen to 
appear on the live TV transmission, and I so wanted it to be 
me!) 
One evening we had the privilege of attending a formal 
reception after the show – held by then Prime Minister John 
Gorton.  We were each introduced to him and I recall that he 
was a very gracious host. 
Our group was very well received by the Australian public and 
we continued performing across the nation for the next four 
years.  In that time we sang for and met the Royal Family at the 
Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne; recorded an LP of songs 
mainly composed by John Hawker (the album went “Gold”), 
made a musical movie “Road to the West” (watch it on 
YouTube) on our adventures travelling across the Nullarbor 
Plain to perform at the Perth Festival of Arts, and made regular 
appearances on live and pre-recorded TV shows (especially 
those on Channel Nine, such as “In Melbourne Tonight” and 
“The Mike Walsh Show”). 
The Young Australians folded in 1974, when the group’s 
members began leaving through departures mainly caused by 
marriage, work and residential relocations. We had enjoyed a 
few years of fun, great music and treasured memories.  Some of 
us still keep in touch, as do Athol Guy and I, having become 
lifelong friends.  That is why Athol, when asked by me for a 
favour, kindly agreed to help our club raise funds for the Rotary 
Bushfire Appeal in February. 
My friendship with Judith Durham – well that is a story for 
another time! 

LW 
 

 
 

 

 
“Brian and the Juniors” 

 
Left picture 
Leigh on left 
 

Right picture 
Leigh on right 

“Me in the back row middle after winning the 1967 
premiership with West Coburg Under 15 team.” 
 
Editor: I think he’s 5th from left 

 

Me in the middle of a “TV Week” photo of Athol Guy’s 
group The Young Australians. Taken in 1970  

(Athol at bottom). 
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My Fellow Gastronoms and Gastronomins, 
 
It is proposed that RCH support local restaurants by organising a "Rotary Heidelberg Dining In Night” or “Date 
Night" 
 
The concept is that we will, say once a week, Friday or Saturday evening agree to support a local restaurant that 
provides for home delivery (or maybe take-out, if you are game) which has been recommended by one of our 
fellow members.  We would let the selected restaurant know beforehand that they could expect orders from us 
as a part of RCH supporting local businesses. 
 
The first step is to create a selection of acceptable restaurants that provide a takeaway menu on their website. 
 
Obviously we would like to start with Vasko and then add on your recommendations thereafter. 
 
We expect that a restaurant might baulk at delivering too far away from their venue so we thought that we 
might end up with a few RCH subgroups, something like: a) Eltham - b) Heidelberg & Ivanhoe & Rosanna - c) 
Kew etc.etc. 
 
Photos recording the fare, beverage selections and 'Date Night' attire would be circulated via COG. 
 
So, get your entries in folks - nominate a restaurant for our list and await the announcement of first Date Nights 
by each group. 
 
A big thanks to Chris Bowlen for this great idea. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Noel 
    

 

Email from PDG Richard       04.04.2020 

 

We have just received a phone call from 

Rebecca Cartwright (formerly “Becky 

Smith”), letting us know that her father 

(our friend and former member of our 

Club), died yesterday in ONJ, having been 

there for less than a week.  I hope it will 

be possible to notify, not only our current 

members, but also our “Friends” of RCH, 

the District Secretary and perhaps Greg 

Adams (in his capacity as Editor of the 

DG’s Newsletter “Murray Connects the 

District 9790”? We understand that Becky 

is to be letting us know about “Streaming” 

arrangements for the funeral (public. or 

private we don’t know yet).  We will let 

you know more, when we do! 

 

Richard and Lorna 

 
 

RIP 
Former Member Rob Smith 

 
A valued member of our Rotary Club from 

1st June 1999 to 30th June 2013 
Club Secretary 2005-2007 

 
Our sincere condolences to the family  

 
 

 
COVID-19 

 
Use this link for the latest COVID-19 information 

from the Victorian Government 

 
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 
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