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FOCUS 17  
The energy in the room was palpable…… 
 
Thirty-one members and guests crowded into 
our Vasko meeting venue last Monday, the 
largest gathering at a regular RCH luncheon 
meeting in my somewhat limited experience.  
Even after shuffling off this mortal coil, Brian 
Overton contributed to our club’s fellowship 
on the day, thank you Brian. 
 
Ken Norman was kept on his toes – 24 well-
dressed members, 1 visiting Rotarian from 
Rotary Echuca in Mike Stansbury (RCH 
Hon. Member), 2 visiting RYLA attendees 
Sunny and Crystal Campbell, 2 ladies 
supporting their husbands Lyn and Lynette, 1 
potential new member (introduced by Greg 
Taylor) Sandan Inturrisi – Welcome Sandan, 
and of course our Guest Speaker Sue 
Shilbury CEO Austin Health (see separate 
report). 
 
Now it has got me thinking (again with the 
thinking!) the energy generated on Monday 
with the number of members (and guests) in 
the room reminds one of Rotary in years past 
when membership numbers were larger and 
members maybe a little younger, but the 
increased age of Rotarians does not diminish 
the level of energy or capability of such a 
committed team BUT the number of 
members overall and the higher level of 
attendance at meetings enhances 
tremendously our fun, fellowship and dare I 
say it ‘The Vibe Your Honour” and 
ultimately the combined energy to get 
involved in various projects, both local and 
offshore. Continued page 2 …… 
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CLUB 

CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 October 
Halloween Theme 
Evening Meeting  6pm 
Partners’ Night 
Venue Old England Hotel 
Chair: John Walton 
 
04 November 
NO MEETING 
 
06 November 
OAKS EVE DINNER MEETING  
6.00pm for 6.30pm 
Rosanna Bowls Club 
See Page 4 for full details 
 
  
Quote for the Week 
Man aspires for the stars. 
But if he can get his sewage 
and refuse distributed and 
utilised in orderly fashion he 
will be doing very well. 
 

Roy Bridger,  
The Times 1959 
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10 June - No Meeting (Queen’s Birthday) 
24 June - Changeover Meeting (Evening) 

 
  

ATTENDANCE  21  October 
 
Members    24 
Visiting Rotarian Mike Stansbury     1 
Visiting Inner Wheeler Lyn S     1 
Visiting RYLArians Crystal and Sunny 2 
Lynette Wallace       1 
Guest Speaker Sue Shilbury    1 
Guest   Sandan Issurini    1 
TOTAL     31 
Apologies                 6 
   
 

 
   
  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

28 October Halloween at OE 6pm 
04 November NO MEETING 
06 November  OAKS EVE 6pm 
  
24 November: RYLA transportation 
26 November: RYLA Dinner 
30 November: RYLA transport home 
 
23 March 2020: Annual Golf Day 

 

…..From Page 1 
So …..  

• Does the relaxed approach to 100% attendance really 
support a Rotary Club?  Could it be that aiming at 100% 
attendance at fewer meetings might make the meetings and 
our involvement more enticing? 

• Does the casual approach to dress code diminish the feeling 
of the significance of having been invited into Rotary 
Membership?  

• Does the mad drive for members at all costs somehow 
diminish the ‘Service Above Self ‘culture of Rotary 
International? 

• Does RCH want to quietly slip along like a lot of Rotary 
Clubs or do we need to energetically adjust the focus and 
spirit of Rotary Heidelberg?  

 
We are currently tracking well – 3 potential new members, which 
would bring our membership up to 36 plus a few committed Hon. 
Members, a full programme of Guest Speakers; Charity Fund 
Raising Events which are gathering stronger support with The Oaks 
Calcutta Evening in a couple of weeks and then our Charity Golf 
Day early in the New Year; our Monday Evening Dinners at The 
Old England are well attended in the spirit of good fellowship, 
particularly with the increased support of our wives and partners. 
A Club Forum in the near future might be a bit of fun where we 
can share our thoughts and feelings on how we would want RCH to 
function over the longer term, remembering that Rotary in 
Australia is very nearly 100 Years Old.  
How would we want RCH to be remembered by newer members in 
the next 100 years? 
 
See you at the Old England when we will be visited by District 9790 
Assistant Governor Emma Davis, sans pooch! 
 
Looking forward to it. 
 
Noel (still thinking!) 
 
 
  

 
Sue Shilbury CEO Austin Health 

 

 
President Noel with Chairman Leigh 
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Austin Health CEO address Monday 21 October 2019 
 
Ms Sue Shilbury, CEO of Austin Health, addressed our meeting last Monday.  Prior to her arrival from 
NSW in early 2017, Sue had occupied positions including those of General Manager, North Ryde Health 
Service (in which she oversaw the delivery of NSW’s largest capital works program costing $1.3 billion), 
General Manager of the Central Hospital Network (South East Sydney and Illawarra Health District), 
Director of Clinical Care and Surgery at St George Hospital and Director of Clinical Services at the Royal 
Hospital for Women. 
 
Austin Health comprises the Austin Hospital, the Repatriation Hospital, Royal Talbot Rehabilitation 
Centre and the Olivia Newton-John Cancer Wellness and Research Centre. 
Sue’s informed us that Austin Health (hereafter referred to as AH) primarily services the municipalities of 
Banyule, Nillumbik, Darebin and Manningham, although it also frequently accepts cases from across the 
state and occasionally other states. 
 
28,000 surgical procedures were conducted by AH last year.  It conducts extensive medical research, 
teaching and focuses on patient care, the goal being to help people attain and return to productive and 
fulfilled lives. 
Some recent examples of its work include: 

• Child dehydration recovery 

• Spinal cord issues (often requiring admission to Royal Talbot) 

• Liver and kidney transplants 

• Nerve surgery, involving the repositioning of tendons to help overcome serious injuries. 

At Royal Talbot  a track has recently been constructed to assist paraplegics to cope with different 
obstacles, terrains and surfaces they are likely to encounter once discharged. 
Older persons’ health issues are consuming more resources and time, as the population ages.  Multi-
lingual needs also need to be taken into consideration so many interpreters are used (but more are 
needed). 
 
The emergency department is almost always ‘flat out’, give the increasing population growth in this 
region. 
 
Radiation services are provided on site at clinics conducted at Stawell and Ballarat. 
450 volunteers assist in a wide range of ‘helping’ positions, often directing and guiding visitors around 
the extensive campus areas of each of its four locations. 
 
The recent Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation, proclaimed on June 19, has allowed staff to have the 
option of participating or not.  It is worth noting that only the patient, never the staff, is permitted to raise 
the possibility of this occurring. 
 
Multi-disciplinary out-of-hospital support service has been established to provide support to people with 
transgender issues. 
 
However, patient and staff safety are paramount.  Often, alcohol and drug problems are a cause for 
hospital attendance so extra precautions are taken to protect staff. 
98% of patients surveyed say that they were treated with dignity and respect during their course of 
treatment. 
A recent catastrophe attracted media attention when it was revealed that cross- contamination of 
surgical instruments, caused by the disintegration of a simple rubber O ring, led to the cancellation of 
surgical procedures for 367 patients.  The various surgical kits that were to have been used had to be 
disposed of, with the total financial cost to AH being approximately $6 million (although this will be 
recovered through insurance). 
 
Sue did not speak about the ONJCW&RC because of our familiarity with its operation.  However, it was 
pleasing to learn that close to $1 million was raised at the recent Olivia’s Wellness Walk & Research 
Run – a positive and fitting way to end a most informative presentation. 
  `           LW 
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Rotary Club of Heidelberg 
 

Invites Rotarians and friends to an 

OAKS EVE DINNER MEETING 
Wednesday 6 November 2019 

6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 
$40 per person 

 
Rosanna Bowling Club 

3 Strasbourg Road Rosanna 
Plenty of car parking 

Short walk from Rosanna Station 

 
Hot roast meats buffet, salads and sweets 

Drinks at very reasonable bar prices 

 

Prizes awarded for: 
• Best Dressed Couple 

• Most Elaborate Hat 

• Most Outrageous Outfit 

• Best Suit on a Man 
 

ALL  Bookings at TRY BOOKING     https://www.trybooking.com/BGCKT 

     NO later than Friday 1st November 2019 
 

Proceeds to Australian Rotary Health Research 
and 

2019 Rotary Drought Appeal 

  

http://www/
https://www.trybooking.com/BGCKT
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“Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo” ANZ Stadium Sydney 2019 

  

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD 
 
Is it the Adidas team ?     No 
 
Is it Sonny and Cher ?     No 
 
Is it Sunny and Crystal Campbell?.  Yes 
 
Sunny was a RYLArian in 2017 and a 
RYLA supporter in 2018. 
 
Crystal attending RYLA 2019 
 

 
Sue Shilbury CEO Austin Health 1 

 

Lucky Wayne   

 

 

 

Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums  
(Recognise anyone ?) 

 

 

http://www/
https://www.facebook.com/ratsoftobrukband/
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OVERTON, Brian PHF     

The Rotary Club of Heidelberg offers its 

condolences to Carmel and family on the 

loss of dearly loved Brian, our valued 

member of 35 years. 
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